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Job Description
Senior Research Associate (School and community connections study: co-production and school engagement lead)

	Job Title:	Senior Research Associate
	Present Grade: 7

	Department/College:		Lancaster Medical School, Faculty of Health and Medicine

	Directly responsible to:		Dr Trystan Leng

	Other contacts	

	Internal: School and Community Connections project team members including:
Lead Investigator: Dr Trystan Leng
Other associated staff: Dr Jonathan Read and Dr Sam Moore
Project research assistants and other staff members

Members of staff within Lancaster Medical School, Faculty and University. 

External: To work with researchers at the Centre for Applied Education Research (University of Leeds), with policy professionals in the Department for Education Science team, and other key stakeholders, including children, parents, teachers, and school leaders.

	

	Job Purpose:
To oversee and lead the co-production and school engagement aspects of the ‘School and Community Connections Study’, a contact study mapping who pupils interact with both in and out of school. 
The postholder will develop and implement co-design approaches and activities that shape the design of and synthesise outputs from the study including the format and contents of study surveys, interviews, and dissemination materials, responding to pupil preferences, needs, values and contextual factors. 

The role will also include synthesising outputs from co-design work to produce engagement materials for schools and support wider project dissemination.

Depending on experience, the postholder may also contribute to project coordination with schools in a project management capacity.

Major duties: 

Co-production and Engagement
· Recruit, support, and maintain relationships with co-design participants (e.g. children, parents, teachers, or school leaders) from diverse backgrounds.
· Lead co-production sessions in schools to inform the format and contents of study surveys, interviews, and dissemination materials.
· Establish effective co-design practices (including facilitation, reaching consensus and prototyping).
· Develop and deliver engagement materials and events tailored to schools and communities, and contribute to public engagement related to the study.
· Travel between Lancaster University and research sites (likely to be predominantly based in Bradford; travel and necessary accommodation expenses will be remunerated).

Research and Dissemination
· Support the preparation of study protocols and ethics applications.
· Co-author academic publications, reports, and other dissemination outputs.
· Present project findings at conferences, workshops, and stakeholder meetings.
· Maintain accurate research documentation, data management, and audit compliance.
· Participate in writing new research proposals that build on the expertise developed from this project.

Project organisation
· Work with the PI and/or project manager to coordinate meetings and reporting, including chairing meetings and preparing regular update information on the research for partners.
· Liaise with schools to ensure the smooth delivery of the school contact study and co-production activities.
· (Depending on project management experience) coordinate communication with participating schools, including scheduling visits and addressing concerns.
· (Depending on project management experience) support the line management and supervision of research staff or assistants.
To attend meetings specific to the project and general meetings including: 
· Regular internal and external project meetings  
· Relevant internal meetings of Lancaster Medical School and Faculty of Health and Medicine at Lancaster University  
· To attend training specific to the project and undertake research in the relevant fields.
· Undertake any other duties as required by Head of Division or nominated representative. 
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